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Detailed Action 

Claims 18-22, 50-54, 69, 76, 79 and 86 are pending in this Office Action. 
Claims 50, 69, 76, 86 are amended. 

Claims 1-17, 23-49, 55-68, 70-75, 77-78, 80-85, 87-91 are cancelled. 

The 35 U.S.C. 101 rejections are withdrawn based on applicant's amendment. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/23/08 have been fully considered but are found not 
persuasive. See remarks below. 

Applicant's invention as claimed : 

Specification 

The specification remains objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: 

The specification does not explicitly define the "computer usable medium" nor 
"computer usable storage medium" in which the invention runs. The specification is silent as to 
any statutory or nonstatutory embodiments of the medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 18-22, 50-54 and 69 and 76; 79, 86 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0002590 by King et al in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,341,505 by Whitehouse. 

Regarding claim 18, the King reference teaches a method for delivering a message to a 
user with an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

receiving the message directed to the user with the electronic account (King: pages 1-2, 
para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic address associated with the user's 
electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of the user (King: page 2; para 22- 
23), and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes a physical street address, a city 
name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 22); 

determining a standardized physical address of the user from the electronic address using 
an address database (King: page 2, para 22-23); and 

delivering the message to the user (King: page 2, para 22-23, 30), 
The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5-digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the method for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 19, the method of claim 18, further comprising the step of: delivering the 
message to the user at the electronic address (King: page 2, para 30). 
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Regarding claim 20, the method of claim 18, further comprising the step of: delivering the 
message to the user at the standardized physical address (King: page 2-3, para 31-32). 

Regarding claim 21, the King reference teaches a method for delivering a message to a user with 
an electronic account. 

The King reference does not explicitly state sending back information of a standardized 
physical address. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches sending back information of a complete 
physical address (Whitehouse: col. 6, lines 52-58) in order to providing quick, easy, and low cost 
lookup for complete address information (Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 57- col. 6, line 5). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of delivering a message as taught by King to include informing the sender of 
a complete address as taught by Whitehouse in order to remove the last barrier for automation 
providing quick, easy, and low cost lookup for complete address information (Whitehouse: col. 
5, lines 57- col. 6, line 5). 

Regarding claim 22, the method of claim 18, wherein the address database is a United States 
Postal Service address database (King: page 2, para 22). 

Regarding claim 50, the King reference teaches a system for delivering a message to a 
user with an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

a receiving component configured to receive the message directed to the user with the 
electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic 
address associated with the user's electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of 
the user (King: page 2; para 22-23), and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes 
a physical street address, a city name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 
22); 
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a determining component configured to determine a standardized physical address of the 
user from the electronic address using an address database (King: page 2, para 22-23); and 

a message delivering component configured to deliver the message to the user (King: 
page 2, para 22-23, 30), 

The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5 -digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 51, the system of claim 50, further comprising: 

an electronic address delivering component configured to deliver the message to the user 
at the electronic address (King: page 2, para 30). 

Regarding claim 52, the system of claim 508, further comprising: 

a physical address delivering component configured to deliver the message to the user at 
the standardized physical address (King: page 2-3, para 31-32). 

Regarding claim 53, the King reference teaches a system for delivering a message to a user with 
an electronic account according to claim 50. 

The King reference does not explicitly state sending back information of a standardized 
physical address. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches sending back information of a complete 
physical address (Whitehouse: col. 6, lines 52-58) in order to providing quick, easy, and low cost 
lookup for complete address information (Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 57- col. 6, line 5). 
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It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of delivering a message as taught by King to include informing the sender of 
a complete address as taught by Whitehouse in order to remove the last barrier for automation 
providing quick, easy, and low cost lookup for complete address information (Whitehouse: col. 
5, lines 57- col. 6, line 5). 

Regarding claim 54, the system of claim 50, wherein the address database is a United States 
Postal Service address database (King: page 2, para 22). 

Regarding claim 69, the King reference teaches a computer usable medium having a 
computer readable code embodied therein for delivering a message to a user with an electronic 
account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

a receiving module configured to receive the message directed to the user with the 
electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic 
address associated with the user's electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of 
the user (King: page 2; para 22-23; 18), and wherein the non-standardized physical address 
includes a physical street address, a city name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 
2, para 22); 

a determining module configured to determine a standardized physical address of the user 
from the electronic address using an address database (King: page 2, para 22-23); and 

a message module component configured to deliver the message to the user (King: page 
2, para 22-23, 30), 

The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5-digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 
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It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the invention for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 76, the King reference teaches a system for delivering a message to a 
user with an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

means for receiving the message directed to the user with the electronic account (King: 
pages 1-2, para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic address associated with the 
user's electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of the user (King: page 2; para 
22-23), and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes a physical street address, a 
city name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 22); 

means for a determining a standardized physical address of the user from the electronic 
address using an address database (King: page 2, para 22-23); and 

means for delivering the message to the user (King: page 2, para 22-23, 30), 
The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5-digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system with means for delivering a message as taught by King to include 
standardizing zip codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 79, the King reference teaches a method for delivering a message to a user with 
an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising the steps of: 

receiving the message directed to the user with the electronic account (King: pages 1-2, 
para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic address associated with the user's 
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electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of the user (King: page 2; para 22- 
23), and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes a physical street address, a city 
name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 22); 

determining a delivery point identification key using the electronic address, wherein the 
delivery point identification key points to a location in an address database, the location 
associated with a standardized physical address of the user (King: page 2, para 20-23); and 

delivering the message to the user at the standardized physical address, the delivering 
based on the delivery point identification key, wherein the non-standard physical address 
includes a 5-digit ZIP code and the non-standardized physical address includes a 9-digit ZIP 
code. 

The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5-digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the method for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 

Regarding claim 86, the King reference teaches a system for delivering a message to a user with 
an electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), comprising: 

a receiving component configured to receive the message directed to the user with the 
electronic account (King: pages 1-2, para 18-20), where the message includes an electronic 
address associated with the user's electronic account and a non-standardized physical address of 
the user (King: page 2; para 22-23), and wherein the non-standardized physical address includes 
a physical street address, a city name, a state name, and a 5-digit ZIP code (King: page 2, para 
22); and 

a determining component configured to determine a delivery point identification key 
using the electronic address, wherein the delivery point identification key points to a location in 
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an address database, the location associated with a standardized physical address of the user 
(King: page 2, para 20-23) ; and 

delivering the message to the user at the standardized physical address, the delivering 
based on the delivery point identification key, wherein the non-standardized physical address. 

The King reference fails to teach 9 digit zip codes. 

However the Whitehouse reference teaches using a non-standardized physical address 
includes a 5 -digit ZIP code to get a standardized physical address includes a 9 digit ZIP code 
(Whitehouse: col. 5, lines 67- col. 6, line 5; col. 2, lines 43-49) in order to further identify the 
destination address (Whitehouse: col. 2, lines 50-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the method for delivering a message as taught by King to include standardizing zip 
codes with zip+4 codes in order to further identify the destination address. 



REMARKS 

Applicant's amendments are with respect to 101 issues. The examiner believes the 
changes to the system claims to be acceptable and the computer usable medium is not rejected 
under 101 because it does the medium is not defined into any non-statutory classes. However, 
the medium is not defined in the specification, therefore the objection to the specification 
remains. 

The Applicant Argues : 

Applicant argues the sole idea that the references do not teach the claimed "message 
includes an electronic address associated with the user's account and a non- standardized physical 
address of the user." 

In response , the examinerrespectfully submits: 

The rejection is maintained because the references teach the cited portions. 
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King teaches sending a message with BOTH an electronic address and a physical address. 
King pages 1-2, para 18 teach entering a physical address and an electronic address (top of page 
2) in order to send a carbon copy of the message. 

King is also analogous and applicable art because it does complete non-standardized 
addresses for delivery. Some embodiments allow for searching for the address or fixing an 
incomplete address to allow delivery. Per para 23, King teaches systems that receive and resolve 
delivery of messages based on incomplete addresses and electronic addresses. One would need 
an electronic address to electronically delivery the message. 

The electronic address associated with the electronic account is taught in King: page 2, 
para 18 (top of the page), where "a conventional e-mail address can also be entered to send a 
message or to send a carbon copy of the message." This further supports that an electronic 
address in conjunction with a physical address can be used to route and deliver a message to a 
user (recipient). Further, the system uses physical information to look up corresponding 
electronic address information for delivery, so the information is accessible by the system 
already. The King reference teaches the invention can also determine recipient's physical address 
in para 20 by searching an address database by the USPS for subsequent delivery of the message. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R. Bruckart whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5 :30PM. If attempts to reach the examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeff Pwu can be reached on (571) 272- 
6798. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2446 

/Benjamin R Bruckart/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2446 

/Jeffrey Pwu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2446 



